
 
Students for a Sustainable Stanford 

Winter 17-18 Progress Report 
March 2018 

 

 

Dear Advisors, Environmental Leaders, Partners and Friends,  

 

We hope you are doing well! We’re excited update you on the progress Students for a Sustainable 

Stanford has made this year and all the things that we are planning for the rest of the year!  

 

This year we have tried to foster not only an impactful student organization, but also a community 

of friends that work together for a more equitable and sustainable world.  

 

The excitement and engagement of new and old members has been infectious. Since the beginning 

of the year, it was clear that we have an extremely passionate group of students who all have ideas for 

promoting sustainability on and off campus. Many of those ideas have been coming to fruition, some 

that we did not even foresee.  For instance, a student sustainability group from Tecnológico de 

Monterrey in Mexico visited us to exchange ideas for promoting sustainability at universities, and we 

have begun a collaboration. We have also had members launch their own projects, such as creating a 

sustainability workshop for a high school class in Kentucky, working with an anti-gasoline organization, 

and presenting on energy and technology at the TreeHacks hackathon.  

 

While our project groups have been pushing for sustainability education and other short term goals 

on campus, we have also been making progress on long-term goals for university sustainability. This 

includes meeting with President Marc Tessier-Lavigne, Steve Graham, and Sarah Billington to push for 

carbon neutrality, and creating relationships with members of PG&E’s clean energy team and building 

relationships within the Athletics Board of Directors to push for athletic sustainability officer.  

 

We look forward to hearing your advice  and feedback on our work. Thank you so much for helping 

make SSS the best that it can be.  

  

Sincerely, 

Chris LeBoa, Sierra Garcia and Erin Pang 
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PROJECT GROUP PROGRESS 
 

Environmental Justice 

The Environmental Justice group has been working on Missing from the Mainstream, a project 

meant to introduce Stanford students to the environmental justice issues that aren’t often discussed by 

large media outlets. Topics range from climate justice to coffee consumption to superfund sites. Stories 

will be posted on Voices from the Tree, the SSS blog.  

 

Sustainability Education 

 

The education group’s goal is to improve awareness of and engagement with issues related to 

sustainability for members of the Stanford community and beyond.  This year we have worked towards 

this goal in three main ways: 1) preparing educational workshops and presentations, 2) designing a 

sustainability-orientation video for freshman dorm education, and 3) working with professors to try to 

convince them to incorporate sustainability-related case studies into their course curriculum.  

1. Educational workshops/presentations - On February 17th this year we gave a presentation to a 

group of students at Treehacks, Stanford largest annual hackathon. Our presentation was 

focused on the hackathon’s “energy” vertical and was focused on discussing the potential of 

software tools to save energy. In April of this year, we plan to facilitate a web-seminar where we 

inform students in a high school in Kentucky (the alma mater school of one of our members) 

about solar energy and the green sector.  

2. Sustainability-orientation video - We are currently working on writing a script for a video with 

the purpose of informing freshmen (in a funny, entertaining manner) about opportunities on 

campus to live more sustainably everyday. We are working with students both within and 

without SSS and will likely cooperate with RD&E sustainability manager Kristin Parineh. 

3. Sustainability in course curriculum -  We spent a significant amount of time in Fall Quarter 

approaching professors with ideas/case studies for how issues of sustainability were related to 

classes such as MATH 20: Calculus, CS 106A: Programming Methodology (ENGR 70A) , CS 181: 

Computers, Ethics, and Public Policy, THINK 51: The Spirit of Democracy, THINK 40: Sustainability 

Challenges and Transitions. Though professors often were interested in the ideas we proposed 

they weren’t willing to make permanent adjustments to their curricula which led us to shift our 

project focus.  

 

Zero Waste 

The Zero Waste Group this quarter is focusing on reducing red solo cup consumption at fraternities. 

We started a pilot project in which we provided the houses with compostable cups as a replacement for 

red solo cups. As the pilot continues, we hope to collect data on how the transition happens, how easily 

cultural change is accepted, how we can scale up the operation to the whole university. We hope that by 

letting such houses experiment with greener alternatives and encouraging them to permanently adopt 
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such alternatives, meaningful cultural shifts can occur. We are also distributing posters to notify 

students of the opportunity to buy compostable party supplies and cutlery at TAP..  

 

OTHER PROJECT UPDATES 

 
Schneider Lecture 

About 200 people attended our 6th annual Stephen H. Schneider Memorial Lecture, which was 

held on February 27, 2018 and featured Geisha Williams, CEO of PG&E, as the event’s speaker.  

 

Green Events 

In their funding process, the ASSU appropriations committee has begun to encourage student 

groups to fill out a Green Event Checklist before requesting funding for events. The Green Events 

checklist was created in collaboration with the Office of Sustainability. Completion of the Green Events 

Checklist will be taken into consideration when approving event funding; we hope this will encourage 

student groups to strongly consider sustainability when planning their events.  

 

Food Pickups 

We worked to pick up leftover food from basketball games and have lent support to SPOON, the 

student group responsible for food recovery on campus.  Joint Ventures, PSSI, and R&DE have recently 

formed a partnership to pilot a new food donation truck and pickup schedule starting next year.  

 

NEW PROJECTS 
 

Partnership with Tecnológico de Monterrey Sustainability Group 

Over the past summer, a newly formed student sustainability group from Tecnológico de 

Monterrey, a university in Mexico, reached out to SSS to propose a collaboration between our groups. 

Since then, we have kept in contact have formed a close partnership with them. They visited Stanford 

during the first week of February and met various faculty, Office of Sustainability representatives, and 

other students. We also clarified our vision for our partnership through brainstorming and sharing our 

sustainability experiences and goals. We’ve agreed to keep in contact through regular video calls, to 

collaborate on articles to be published in both our universities’ newspapers, and to hold simultaneous 

events at our universities, such as Zero Waste Week and Earth Day events.  

 

Zero Waste Week 

On the week of March 5 - March 9, we are holding our Zero-Waste week during which we 

encourage students to sign a pledge to produce zero waste for the week (or at least keep track of all the 

waste they do produce and do their best to minimize it). We also are holding a variety of zero-waste 

events, including a discussion on eco-friendly menstruation products at the Women’s Community 
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Center, public trash audits, a used clothing swap, a documentary screening of “Racing to Zero”, and a 

zero-waste banquet to celebrate everyone who signed the zero-waste pledge. So far, we have 73 

signatures on the pledge.  

 

Earth in Color 

Some of the SSS members are collaborating with other students on campus to organize Earth in 

Color, an event that celebrates the environmental stories of people of color and people normally 

excluded from environmental narratives. It will feature student art pieces, environmental justice 

speakers, and performances.  

 

PROGRESS ON LONG TERM GOALS 

 

Meeting with President Tessier-Lavigne  

Erin, Sierra and Chris met with President Tessier-Lavigne in January to present the four asks that we 

presented at the fall Board of Advisors meeting. He said that he was waiting for a report on carbon 

neutrality from the Provost Committee on Sustainability and that outcomes from the other asks will be 

included in the LRP. We would like feedback on how to push these goals farther this year and as our 

leadership transitions.  

 

Meeting with Steve Graham and Sara Billington  

The leaders of SSS met with the new heads of the Provost’s Committee on Sustainability to share 

SSS’s long-range sustainability goals and to discuss students’ role on the committee. It seems that the 

role of the committee and its ability to set targets for the university are in flux until the Long Range 

Planning process has been resolved. However, it may eventually be in the position to suggest a carbon 

neutrality target, although it also seems that there’s still uncertainty within the committee on the best 

pathway to carbon neutrality.  

 

Long Range Planning Comments 

SSS members read many of the Long Range Planning white papers released by the President and 

Provost. We compiled our comments on the papers and submitted five responses, one for each of the 

themes - Education, Research, Engagement Beyond our University, Community and Sustainability.  

Many of our comments were in support of proposals for interdisciplinary research, engagement 

with communities outside of Stanford, and expanding sustainability education.  

 

Interface with the Stanford Daily 

We have been trying to increase publicity on campus by pitching stories to the Stanford Daily. It has 

featured us in several articles and has published our blog posts from Voices from the Tree.  
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BONUS SECTION: PHOTOS FROM TEC DE MONTERREY VISIT 

 

 


